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Not the End

Based Matthew 11:25-30; 28:18-20
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Narrator: 
At that time Jesus said,  “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children.  Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure.  All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”  Then Jesus came to them and said,  “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” -- Matthew 11:25-30; 28:18-20

Rod:
Submitted for your approval...one Pastor John A. Anderson suffers a restless night’s sleep on the eve of the May 20, 2001 confirmation service at Ascension Lutheran Church, in the sleepy little Midwestern college town of Ames, Iowa.

Setting:
(Bedroom of Pastor John Anderson.  Pastor John and Joan lying in bed. Pastor John is clearly having trouble sleeping.  Finally he stands up, pulls a golf disk out from under his pillow and starts throwing it against a lamp in the corner of the room.  After a couple throws, Joan sits up.)

Joan:
John! What are you doing?

Pastor:
I’m having a rough time getting to sleep tonight, so I thought I’d work on my putting game.


Joan:
Not on my table lamp you don’t! 

Pastor:
But it looks just like a disc bucket. (Frustrated, he puts the disc under his pillow and sits  down in bed again.)

Joan:
Okay...(pause)...There must be too much on your mind, what with all the confirmation activities tomorrow. 

Pastor:
That must be it...well, good night Joan.

Joan:
Good night John.  (Dream music.)

Setting:
Dream sequence. Confirmation class stands shaking hands with the last two old ladies leaving the church after the confirmation service.

Old lady 1:
Congratulations. My that’s a lovely dress you’re wearing today. (Girls look at each other, because with the robes, clearly no one can see their dresses.)
Old lady 2:
Well that was a lovely song you sang...in such an interesting key too. And that skit was…very different. Congratulations on your confirmation.  (Ladies leave. Eric watches the door shut, then turns to the other confirmands excitedly.)
Eric:
That’s it. I’m outta’ here!

Sam:
Oh yeah! 
Austin:
You betcha'! (All boys high five each other, etc.)
Eric:
No more verses...

Sam:
No more books...

Austin:
No more Pastor’s puzzled looks. (All boys ad lib exciting exclamations.)

Alissa:
(Loudly, to get attention.) So, is everybody coming to youth group next Sunday?  (Silence...then everyone starts saying “no way, are you kidding.”)

Alleah:
Alissa!  Are you joking? 

Kendra:
Don’t you know what this means? We’re confirmed.  Done. 

Alissa:
But we’ve only begun...

Alleah:
Alissa, we’re done with all this extra stuff! 

Kendra:
I’d no sooner attend another Sunday School class or Youth  Meeting than have my tonsils out again.

Eric:
(Shaking his head.)  Sixth graders...you’re so immature.

Sam:
Oh yeah. Tell me about it, Mr. Middle Schooler.

Austin:
Yeah, Hot Shot Middle man.  Lay some of that 7th grade wisdom on us!

Eric:
Well, it’s like this. .This Sunday school stuff is for little kids. From here on out, it’s sixty years of snoozin’ in the pews.

Sam:
Hey, not so fast! It won’t take me that long to con my folks outta’ coming to church.

Austin:
Yeah, you know the routine. “I’m too tired. Too much homework. Sunday mornings are the only time I can get work hours. It’s my only day to sleep in.  Mom, what can I say, teenagers need lots of sleep, especially between 3 and 12 Sunday Morning.”

Eric:
That’s the ticket. Before you know it,  it’s nothing but the mandatory Easter and Christmas services.

Alissa:
But you’ve got to set examples for your children.

Alleah:
No problem.  When we grow up and have kids, we just drop em’ off at church...

Kendra:
Yeah, and make them go through the same 12 years of torture we just finished.  (Everyone laughs until dream music starts again. Back to bedroom, where Pastor John is really, really stirring in his sleep. He sits up in bed shouting.)
Pastor:
Aarrgghhh!!!!!!  (Breathing heavily.)
Joan:
(Sits up.)  John, what’s the matter?  Bad dream, dear?

Pastor: 
Dream? Nightmare is more like it!  (Deep breath.)  It’s thos econfirmation kids.  I’ll never see them again, and even worse, they’ll stop participating in WINGS, Sunday School, Youth Group, Church. They’ll leave God out of their lives.

Joan:
John, calm down. They’re good kids. They know what to do. Here, let me read the papers the kids wrote... (Grabs stack off night stand.)  Here we go. (Reading.)  “What does the following statement mean to me ‘confirmation is not the end of something, but the beginning of something?’ 

Joan:  
“This means that confirmation is just a stepping stone on the path that we walk with the Lord....I want to be involved in Bible studies and probably be on the Church Council and be involved in evangelism.”

Joan:  
“....I will have more opportunities to grow spiritually. Just because I won’t have confirmation classes anymore after I’m confirmed doesn’t mean I have to stop reading the Bible or going to Sunday School.”

Joan:  
“....After being confirmed, I plan to continue attending weekly worship services and Sunday School. I hope to be able to help with WINGS and Vacation Bible School. I really look forward to joining Ascension’s Youth Group, The ROCK.”

Joan:  
“...We can show others that when we believe in God that makes us happy....It is the beginning of living my life as a Christian....I have learned about God and will continue to learn about Him.”  

Joan:  
(Not reading now.)  See, John, they Love Jesus and they won’t let him down. (Pause.) Now let’s get back to sleep.

John:
Alright.  Yes, they love Jesus and won’t let Him down. (Lay down...dream music again. Scene opens at the back of the church again.)
Setting:
Dream sequence. Confirmation class stands shaking hands with the last two old ladies leaving the church after the confirmation service.

Old lady 1:
Congratulations. My that’s a lovely dress you’re wearing today. (Girls look at each other, because with the robes, clearly no one can see their dresses.)
Old lady 2:
Well that was a lovely song you sang, in such an interesting key too. And I always enjoy those skits..they’re  so different. Congratulations on your confirmation.  (Ladies leave. Eric watches the door shut, then turns to the other confirmands excitedly.)
Eric:
All right, guys. Youth group. Yellow house. Next Sunday night! Be there!

Austin:
I want to plan the Fall Youth Group retreat.

Alissa:
Hey Eric, is it true the older Sunday School kids watch funny video clips every Sunday?
Alleah:
No way!  Really?
 (Twilight Zone music.)
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