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Based on 2 Timothy 1:3-7; 2:15
Marian:
Kelli

Mrs. Paroo:
Allee

Mayor Shin:
Austin

Mrs. Shin:
Alissa

Zaneeta Shin:
Lauren

Amaryllis:
Carrie

Harold Hill:
Matthew

Jacey:
Mattias

Ewert:
Michael

Olin:
Toby

Setting:
River City, Iowa, at the turn of the 21st Century.  Traveling salesman, Harold Hill, arrives in town to sell people on the virtues of attending Sunday School and Bible Class.

George:
I hereby call this meeting of the River City Lutheran Church Council to order.  Roll call!

Marian:
Amaryllis?

Amaryllis:
(Sitting at Piano.) Here, Miss Marian.

Marian:
Thank you, Amaryllis. Momma…I mean Mrs. Paroo?

Mrs. Paroo:
(Irish accent.) Present, dear, and still waiting for you to find a man, I might add.

Marian:
(Scolding.) Momma!  Eulalie Shin?

Eulalia:
(Shreiking voice.) That’s Mrs. Shin, Miss Paroo!

Marian:
Zaneeta Shin.  (Pause.)  Zaneeta?

Zaneeta:
(Teen voice.)  Yeah, whatever.

George:
You watch your phraseology, young lady.

Zaneeta:
Yeah, whatever, Daddy.

Marian:
Jacey, Ewert, and Olin

Jacey:
(Low voice.) All three…

Ewert:
(Mid voice.) Present and…

Olin:
(High voice.) Accounted for.

George:
Do I have a motion to accept the Agenda?

Mrs. Paroo:
So moved.

George:
All in favor?  (All say Yeah).  Very well, as usual, we’ll start with the President’s report.  (Stands, clears throat.)  Four score and seven years ago… (Knock on door.)


Harold:
Pardon me, but is this the River City Lutheran Church Council meeting?

George:
Why yes.  Who are you?

Harold:
Why allow me to introduce myself.  My name is Professor Harold Hill. I was just passing through town and I…

George:
Hmm, I don’t believe we have any Hill on the agenda?

Harold:
Well, pardon me for saying, but either you are closing your eyes to a situation you do not wish to acknowledge, or you are not aware of the caliber of disaster awaiting your congregation.

Marion:
Oh, you must be here to discuss the difficulty we’re having selling the existing properties so we can build a new church building.

Mrs. Paroo:
Perhaps he’s concerned about the future of the organ when we re-locate.

Zaneeta:
No, it’s the poor quality of the sound system he’s noticed.

Eulalie:
Nonsense, he’s concerned about the use of contemporary instruments in the church service.

Jacey:
Or perhaps he’s concerned with whether we’ll have pews or chairs in the new church facility.

Ewert:
It’s those youth skits, isn’t it?  I knew it!  God’s  going to punish us for allowing drama in our services.

Olin:
Nonsense! He’s talking about the tuckpointing problem. Say, you weren’t hit on the noggin by a loose brick on the way in the door were you?


Harold:
Bricks, that starts with “B” which rhymes with “T” which stands for trouble. 

All:
(Unison.) Trouble?

Harold:
Yes, you’ve got trouble, my friends.  You’ve got trouble, right here in River City. That starts with “T” which rhymes with “E” which stands for empty.

Jacey:
(Low.) Empty?

Ewert:
(Mid.) Empty?

Olin:
(High.) Empty?

Harold:
Empty seats, my friends!

Jacey:
(Low.) I told you! It’s the pews! 

Ewert:
(Mid.) It’s the pews!

Olin:
(High.) It’s the pews!

Harold:
Pews?  No, not the pews, my friends. It’s the open seats in the open doors of your Sunday School rooms and your Bible Study classes. 

All:
(Loud gasp) Huh?

Mrs. Paroo:
Amaryllis, you attend Sunday School every Sunday don’t you?

Amaryllis:
Yes, Mrs. Paroo!  Every Sunday when I don’t have something more important to do. 

Eulalie:
Zaneeta! Have you been skipping out on Sunday School again. I tell you, Professor, youngsters these days just don’t get to Sunday School they way we did when I was a young lady!

Zaneeta:
Of course not, Mother. We don’t even own a horse.  We have cars now!

George:
You watch your phraseology when you speak to your mother, young lady!


Harold:
But, dear Mrs. Shin, don’t you see?  Christian education isn’t just for children like Amaryllis and teens like Zaneeta. It is for people of all ages. 

Marion:
So, Professor Hill, you say you suspect there is trouble here in River City.  And we’ve mentioned all the hot-button issues on our council agenda: finance, instruments, sound equipment, physical repairs…

Harold:
And they are all important issues to deal with…

Marion:
But you say the trouble is with empty seats in our Sunday School rooms and Bible Study classes?

Harold:
Oh, Marion, I perceive you are every bit as wise as you are pretty.


Marion:  
A wise man once said that the problem with the Lutheran approach to Christian education is that they work with the children and play with the adults.


Harold:  
Which brings us to the empty seats problem.

George:
Empty seats.  Well that’s easy to solve.  Men, come with me, and we’ll remove some of the chairs from each Sunday School room.  Then we won’t have to worry about empty seats any more.

Harold:
No, no, you misunderstand.  It’s not a physical problem we’re describing.  It’s a spiritual problem.  You see, too many of you have bought into the spiritual “think system” which is no more useful than the musical “think system.”

Mrs. Paroo:
You know, that “think system” never did really work very well for teaching Winthrop the trumpet.  He still can’t play the trumpet by just thinking about it in his head.

Harold:
Well, the same is true for using the “think system” for spiritual growth.  

Marion:
Just like you couldn’t expect to become a master musician by listening to good music once a week, you can’t become a master in your faith by just attending worship once a week and spending the rest of the week trying to think the right things. 

Harold:
You have to actually choose to grow by constantly putting yourself in sometimes uncomfortable, inconvenient, learning situations.

George:
I still like the idea of removing chairs from the Sunday school rooms. It sounds simpler.

Mrs. Shin:  
George, for once just listen!

Marion:
Professor, perhaps this will help.  (Hands Bible to Amaryllis.)  Here, Amaryllis, read what Timothy’s mentor, the Apostle Paul wrote to him in Second Timothy, chapter 1, beginning at verse 6.

Amaryllis:
“…I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands.”  
Marion:
You see, like a fire that just sits there for a while, faith needs to be fanned or stirred up to stay hot. 

Jacey:
(Low.) Fanned?

Ewert:
(Mid.) Fanned?

Olin:
(High.) Fanned?

Marion:
FANNED!  Continue, Amaryllis.

Amaryllis:
“For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline.”

Marion:
Perhaps some of you can relate to Timothy.  Apparently he had shy, timid, tendencies.  So Paul tells him to DO something with his faith: do things to grow his faith from a faith of timidity to a faith of confidence and power.  But this takes self-discipline.

Zaneeta:
Is that why we need to keep doing things that stretch our faith, like attending Sunday School and Bible Study classes throughout our life?


Harold:
Exactly!   

Mrs. Puroo:
Hmm, perhaps that’s why sometimes you see Christians who are, by nature, shy and timid, but are very confident and comfortable discussing the word of God.

Marion:
Exactly, Momma.  Read verse 15, Amaryllis.

Amaryllis:
“Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.”

Marion:
So, Zaneeta, how do you think attending Sunday School relates to Paul’s advice to Timothy.

Zaneeta:
I guess it means mom, pop, and me should take advantage of every opportunity God gives us to learn how to correctly understand God’s word. You know, go to Sunday School.

Olin:
(High.) No more…

Ewert:
(Mid.) Empty...

Jacey:
(Low.) Seats…
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