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Deal or No Deal, Baby?
Deal or No Deal, Baby?

Deal or No Deal, Baby?

Based Mark 10:17-31

Narrator 1:
Allee

Narrator 2:
Alissa

Rich Man:
Tobi

Jesus:
Mattias

James Cosell:
Matt

Andrew Vitale:
Austin

John Mandel:
Jesse

Peter:
Tyler

Mary 1:
Alleah

Mary 2:
Carrie

Mary 3:
Lauren

Mary 4:
Kelli  
Setting:
Jesus and his disciples as found in Mark 10:17-31. Rich man comes to ask Jesus some questions. This skit is a parody of two sports commentators (the late Howard Cosell and Dick Vitale) and the show “Deal or No Deal” staring Howie Mandel.


Narrator 1:
Since it’s been a big weekend here at Ascension, there will be no youth group this evening. So we can all stay at home and watch our favorite game shows on T.V., oops, I mean do our homework.


Narrator 2:
But the youth will be meeting at 7 pm next Saturday night at the Yellow House to attend an ISU Hockey Game.  I just love sports.

Narrator 1:
I love game shows.


Narrator 2:
As the Baseball season draws to a close, the football season rages on, and we sit on the cusp of still another exciting NCAA Basketball season, we recall the long lost sport of Socratic dialog as found in the Gospel lesson for the day.

Narrator 2:  
In Mark chapter 10, we witness a man’s encounter with Jesus and his disciples and imagine…what if James and Andrew were modern day sportscasters?

Narrator 1:
Or what if John was a game show hosts?


Rich Man:
Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?


Jesus:
Why do you call me good? No one is good — except God alone.  You know the commandments:  ‘Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, do not defraud, honor your father and mother.’


Rich Man:
Teacher, all these I have kept since I was a boy.


James:
(Howard Cosell voice.) Truly amazing. If we are to take the statement of the rich man as the truth, here we have the two most righteous men in the history of the world. (Pause.) In the one corner, Jesus of Nazareth…Messiah, Savior, Prince of Peace, The Good Shepherd, Lion of the Tribe of Judah, Son of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God.  (Pause.) And in the other corner, a man of great wealth and esteem who seems to be saying he has kept the ten commandments in their entirety his entire life. Your take on it, Andrew?


Andrew:
(Dick Vitale voice.)  Awesome, Baby!  Hey, James.  You do a great Rabbi Cosell, Baby!

James:
(Pauses and looks at Andrew and shakes his head.)  Now we wait with great anticipation to hear the response of the Son of God.


Jesus:
One thing you lack. 

Andrew:
There you have it, Baby.  Jesus said the man only lacked one thing. Awesome, Baby.  He only lacked one thing, Baby.


James:
(Pauses and looks at Andrew and shakes his head.)  Andrew. I don’t think you‘ve got it.  In his statement that the man lacked but one thing we have proof positive that our Lord has a sense of humor. Let’s hear what he says next.


Jesus:
Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.

Rich Man:
(Man walks away sadly.)


Andrew:
There you have it, Baby!  All he has to do is sell everything he has and give it to the poor.  Then he’s going to the BIG DANCE, Baby!  Awesome, Baby!


James:
(Pauses and looks at Andrew and shakes his head.)  Andrew. There you have it. Once again, Jesus cuts right to the heart of the issue.  As you know, Andrew, many Rabbis teach that man can live a flawless life, and unfortunately this man bought into that lie without carefully examining his own life.


Andrew:
I get it Baby!  So instead of just calling the man a liar, Jesus played along and said ‘Okay, so you say you’ve obeyed all the commandments? Let’s see how you’re doing with…oh…let’s say the first commandment…


James:
Thou shalt have no other Gods before me.

Andrew:
That’s the one, Baby!  Awesome, Baby! Say, James, let’s see if we can get a post-game interview with Jesus.  Take it, Mary. (Peter moves closer to Jesus.)


Mary:
Jesus, once again you had a great game plan going into this dialog with a man who you clearly cared about.  Tell me, Jesus, why do you suppose the man found it so hard to understand what he needed to do to be saved?


Jesus:
How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!


Mary:
You know, Jesus, the man seemed like a good and decent man, by most standards.  And yet you seemed to cut right to the heart of the issue: where was his heart?


Jesus:
How hard it is to enter the kingdom of God!  It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.


Andrew:
A camel through the eye of a needle, Baby!  Awesome. You heard it here first.  Gotta’ go, Baby!  (Andrew exits.)

Mary:
(Pauses and looks at Andrew and shakes his head.)  Jesus, if a rich man who is esteemed by all around him can’t be saved, then who can be saved?


Jesus:
With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with God.

John:
(Howie Mandel voice.) Perhaps, I can be of assistance here.

Mary:
John, I yield the floor to you.


John:
You see, Mary, it’s like this. Rich or poor, we’re all offered a deal of sorts, and it’s up to us to decide:  Deal or no Deal (4 women named “Mary” appear with scrolls). 


John:
First we’ll meet our contestant: Peter from Capernaum. Peter is a fisherman, by trade, and a family man. Isn’t that correct?

Peter:
Well, as you know, I have left everything to follow Jesus. 


John:
And in selecting Jesus, Peter has bypassed the following valuable prizes.  Mary?

Mary 1:
(Opens Scroll 1.)  Home. 


John:
In addition to home, Peter  has passed up what else?  Mary?

Mary 2:
(Opens Scroll 2.)  Family: brothers, sisters, mother, father, and children.

John:
 And in addition to home and family?  Mary?


Mary 3:
(Opens Scroll 3.)  Fields.  You know, financial security and wealth.

John:
And in addition to home, family, and fields? Mary?

Mary 4:
(Opens Scroll 4.)  Peace & Comfort.


John:
Tell us, Jesus, what do you promise Peter and those of us like him in exchange for all these very tempting options: home, family, fields, peace, and comfort?


Jesus:
I tell you the truth, no one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for me and the gospel will fail to receive a hundred times as much in this present age…(homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields — and with them, persecutions) and in the age to come, eternal life.  But many who are first will be last, and the last first.


John:
Peter and the rest of us disciples made our choice. Now what is yours?  Deal or no deal?
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