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A Christmas Carol

based on Isaiah 7:10-17 & Matthew 1:20-23

Reader 1:
Allee
Reader 2:
Alissa
Teen:
Austin
Adult:
Eric
Scrooge:
Mattias (Cot, cap & robe)
Marley’s Ghost:
Michael
Past Spirit:
Austin (Buzzer)
LORD:
David
Ahaz:
Matthew
Isaiah:
Michael
Present Spirit:
Alissa
Joseph:
Eric (Cot, cap & robe)
Angel:
Matthew
Future Spirit:
Allee

Reader 1:
The youth will not be meeting tonight, as the adults are still recovering from Friday’s Lock-In.

Reader 2:
What’s a Lock-In, you ask?  With a little assistance, we shall briefly describe the ingredients. 

Reader 1:
First you take one empty church and add 12 scoops of fresh teenager—fresh out of school for winter break (teen appears). 


Teen:
Free at last…free at last!

Reader 2:
Add one bag of lightening balls (shower of lightening balls thrown on teens)…



Reader 1:
Add multiple helpings of ice cream, soda, and other sugar stimulants (toss empty ice cream box & empty liter bottle at teens)…
Teen:
I could stay awake all night long!


Reader 2:
Add three scoops of adult supervision (adult appears), 

Adult:
Hey, you kids aren’t having too much fun now, are you?


Reader 1:
Mix well with games of air ball, elimination, lightening ball, cartoons, & movies (act out)…
Reader 2:
Add a dash of Jesus’ love.

Adult:
Time for devotions, guys…

Reader 1:
Simmer on low heat for 12 hours.

Reader 2:
Remove from Church (teen exits) and let sit—er I mean sleep—for one day before doing much of anything.


Reader 1:
But seriously, the youth would like to thank {insert leaders names} for sacrificing sleep and spending the night at the church. 


Reader 1:
Now, the Rock Players present… “A Christmas Carol.”  (Music fade in.)

Scrooge:
I just love these youth lock ins.  The kids are all gently singing Silent Night in the next room having their milk and cookies before hitting the sack precisely at 8:30, and here I am in the next room, snuggled up with the classic book: A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens. I just hope I can make it through the first line before nodding off.  (Reading.) “Marley was dead: to begin with….Old Marley was as dead as a…dead as a…door-nail…”  (Snore, sleeping music.)

Marley’s Ghost:
(Chain sound).  Scrooge…Ebineeer Scrooge, awaken.

Scrooge:
(Awakening.)  Who are you? Who invited you to the Lock-In, and why are you calling me Scrooge?

Marley’s Ghost:
I am calling you Scrooge because like the Character in the Dicken’s novel, I have come to remind you how you can be saved from a life of sin. The question, Mr. Scrooge, is not who AM I, but who WAS I?

Scrooge:
Very well, I’ll play along. Who WERE you?


Marley’s Ghost:
In life I was your partner, Jacob Marley.  


Scrooge:
(Aside to audience.)  Man, I have the craziest dreams when I help out at these Youth Lock-Ins.  It must have something to do with all that pop and ice cream.

Marley’s Ghost:
Scrooge.  I’ve come to warn you that before the parents arrive in the morning to pick up their teens, you will be visited by three spirits:  The Spirits of Christmas Past, Christmas Present, and Christmas Future.  Beware…beware….

Scrooge:
Hmm…that cuts it…this is the last Lock-In I’m working.  (Goes back to sleep. Dream music.)


Past Spirit:
(Off stage.) Scrooge…Scrooge…Scrooge.

Scrooge:
(Sits up in bed.)  All right.  I’m on to you this time.  It’s you, isn’t it, {name of youth}. Come on out!

Past Spirit:
Scrooge, get up. I am the Spirit of Christmas Past, the first visitor as foretold to you. 

Scrooge:
Well, okay…I’m into games I guess.  Let me guess, you’re going to take me on a journey to witness scenes from my past Christmases.

Past Spirit:
(Hits buzzer.)  Wrong answer.  It’s not about YOU.  And it’s not about YOUR past.  

Scrooge:
Let me guess.  Perhaps we’re going to the very first Christmas.

Past Spirit:
Good guess, Sherlock, but we’re going back even further…700 years before the first Christmas. The Lord tells King Ahaz—a bad king of Israel—to ask for a sign of God’s faithfulness to the people of Israel.  Ahaz is reluctant to ask for a sign, but--through the prophet Isaiah--God provides him with one of the most famous signs of faithfulness, not only to Israel, but to the entire world.  Observe…

LORD:
(Low off stage voice.) Ask the LORD your God for a sign, whether in the deepest depths or in the highest heights.

Ahaz:
No, I will not ask; I will not put the LORD to the test!

Isaiah:
Hear now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try the patience of men? Will you try the patience of my God also?  Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.  

Past Spirit:
There, you see?

Scrooge:
Now that you bring it up, that scripture has always been a puzzling part of the Old Testament to me.  How did it relate to Ahaz?

Past Spirit:
Let’s move some seven centuries from Ahab (a troubled king about to lose his kingdom in troubled times) to Joseph (a troubled carpenter about to lose some sleep due to the curious pregnancy of his virgin fiancé).  Joseph considered calling off the wedding, but after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream.  

Angel:
Joseph…Joseph…


Joseph:
(Awakens, and sits up.) Man, I haven’t had this much trouble sleeping since I helped out with a Youth Lock-In at the Synagogue last winter.

Angel:
Joseph….Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 

Past Spirit:
Scrooge, now do you get it?


Scrooge:
Yeah, even Joseph had weird dreams.

Past Spirit:
No! The apostle Matthew then went on to quote from Isaiah 7:14, saying that Jesus birth fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy of the Child Immanuel in Isaiah.  Jesus—God Saves—was the fulfillment of Immanuel—God With Us.

Scrooge:
So we have a troubled people in the Old Testament that were comforted by the promise of Immanuel: God being with us.  And we have a troubled man in the New Testament who is comforted by the Word that God was with him.

Past Spirit:
Both times, the people of God were comforted by God’s promise to be with them.  Now go back to sleep, Scrooge.  (Scrooge lies down again. Sleep music.)

Present Spirit:
Scrooge, Scrooge, Scrooge…


Scrooge:
(Sits up in bed.)  Now what? 

Present Spirit:
Scrooge, come with me to the window. I am the Spirit of Christmas Present. (Both walk over to “window”.)

Scrooge:
What is it you have for me to look at, Spirit?

Present Spirit:
Look at the world today.  What do you see?


Scrooge:
Well, at the moment I don’t see myself getting much sleep tonight.

Present Spirit:
Come on, you can do better than that!  What concerns do you have this Christmas?

Scrooge:
Well, to be honest, the world seems to be moving awfully fast right now. There are worries about the economy, the national debt, the soaring costs of health care, the war in Iraq, nuclear proliferation, the threat of terrorism…steroids in baseball…the possibility of the youth wanting to have another Lock-In next year…

Present Spirit:
So what does Immanuel mean to you?


Scrooge:
God with us?

Present Spirit:
Exactly!  The name Immanuel means “God with us.” The name Jesus means “God saves.” In John 16:33, Jesus put it all together. He said “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”  Now, go back to sleep, Scrooge.  (Scrooge lies down again. Sleep music.)

Future Spirit:
Scrooge, Scrooge, Scrooge…

Scrooge:
(Sits up in bed. Aside to audience.)  This may seem an odd time to ask, but any volunteers for Youth Committee?

Future Spirit:
Scrooge, I am the Spirit of Christmas Future.

Scrooge:
Let me guess, you want me to get up and go somewhere with you?

Future Spirit:
No Scrooge.  As I said, I am the Spirit of Christmas Future.  As you look to the future, you don’t need to go anywhere.  You only need to wait, watch, and hold fast to the Lord’s promise: the promise of Immanuel past, the promise of Jesus present, and the promise of Jesus’ future return.

Scrooge:
You know, I hear what you’re saying, but I always thought the prospect of the Lord’s return was a scary, fearful thing…one of fearing what might happen and when? So many books about the end times are filled with things that distress me. 

Future Spirit:
Based on how God dealt with Ancient Israel & Joseph, do you really think God told us of his return to scare us…or to comfort us? What did you learn tonight, Scrooge?

Scrooge:
Well, Ahaz and ancient Israel feared their demise…and in fact they were soon conquered by the Assyrians…and yet even against their King’s wishes, God gave them the Immanuel sign: God with them.

Future Spirit:
And what about Joseph—your soul-mate in restless slumber?

Scrooge:
Hmm.  He was comforted by the knowledge that God was present with him, too.

Future Spirit:
And what of your troubles today?

Scrooge:
Again, God is with us?

Future Spirit:
So what does all this tell you about the future and the promise of Christ’s return.


Scrooge:
God is with us?

Future Spirit:
Exactly.  Now get to sleep. (Sleep music.)
Teen:
(Teen awakens Scrooge who sits up.) Hey, get up.  The donuts and juice have arrived. Time to clean up and go home. The Lock-In is over. 

Reader 1:
He had no further intercourse with Spirits, but lived with the confidence of God With Us, ever afterwards; and it was always said of him, that he knew how to keep Christmas well, if any man alive possessed the knowledge.  May that be truly said of us, and all of us!  And so, as Scrooge observed, God has blessed us, every one!
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