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Who Wants To Be a Winner?

based on 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 & Luke 18:9-14

Reader 1:


Reader 2:


Announcer:


Regis Philbin:


Farley Pharisee:


Teddy Taxman:


Cast of Contestants:


Reader 1:
The youth group had a great fall retreat last weekend, with 20 youth and 6 adults participating in all or parts of the weekend.  

Reader 2:
Unfortunately, this meant that we were unable to bring you our Third Sunday skit last week. 

Reader 1:
But don’t despair, it gave us one more week to prepare this new and improved Fourth Sunday skit this week.

Reader 2:
New and improved? What are you talking about?

Reader 1:
Now, our skit. 

Announcer
Welcome to the newest reality game show sensation, “Who wants to be a winner?” the game show that takes an audience of losers and tries to find a winner.  Now join me in welcoming our host, the merry little Irishman Regis Philbin.

Regis:
Thank you, thank you. Welcome to “Who wants to be a winner?” I am your host, Regis Philbin.

Announcer:
Regis, I have to ask, how are you surviving today?  This is--after all--the day after your beloved ranked Notre Dame football team lost to Boston College 24-23 on a 30-yard touchdown pass by Boston College with only 58 seconds left in the game.

Regis:
Don’t remind me.  Who wants to be associated with a loser?  I want to be a winner.  And so do several of our potential contestants.  Here is our first category:  Place the following Biblical books in order, first to last: Deuteronomy, Judges, Genesis, Leviticus, Numbers, Exodus, Joshua. (Pause for  few seconds). Well, it looks like Farley Pharisee was the only one to get the books in the correct order.  Mr. Pharisee, Let’s play “Who wants to be a Winner?”

Regis:
So, tell me about yourself, Farley.

Farley:
Well, Regis, I thank God that I am not like other men --robbers, evildoers, adulterers --or even like this tax collector (points to tax collector).   I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get to the church.

Regis:
Thank you, Mr. Humble.  And shall we begin.  After falling out of fellowship with God, how is it that we as sinful humans can restore our relationship with God? (a) Obey the Law, (b) Tithe & Fast, (c) Attend Church, or (d) Receive Jesus.

Farley:
As I said, Regis, I am not like other men.  I fast twice a week and tithe, but there are many, many, other good things that I do, so I’d have to go with (a) Obey the Law.

Regis:
Farley, wouldn’t you like to think this over?  I mean, you can take a 50-50 chance, poll the audience, or use a lifeline.  

Farley:
Poll the audience?  Regis, I don’t make my decisions based upon polls, I never gamble, and I certainly don’t need to use a lifeline.

Regis:
A regular “pull-yourself-up-by-your-own-bootstraps” type of a guy, aren’t you, Farley?

Farley:
Yes sir Bob.

Regis:
But Farley, your heavenly father is just a call away. Don’t you think you should use His lifeline?

Farley:
Regis, I’ve given you my answer. I obey the law?

Regis:
Final answer?

Farley:
Final answer.

Regis:
Farley.  I’m sorry.  All you needed to do to be a winner was use Jesus as your lifeline. You lose.

Announcer:
Thank you, Regis. Now for the next round of “Want to be a Winner?” 

Regis:
Contestants, place the following saints in Chronological order: Ruth, Jacob, Noah, Abraham and David. (Pause.)  And we have a winner…Teddy Taxman.  Tell me about yourself, Teddy. I understand you are a tax collector.

Teddy:
(Does not even look up, but beats his breast). `God, have mercy on me, a sinner.'

Regis:
Hmm…okay…thank you, Teddy.  Here is your first question: After falling out of fellowship with God, how is it that we as sinful humans can restore our relationship with God? (a) Obey the Law, (b) Tithe & Fast, (c) Grow up in the Church, or (d) Receive Jesus 

Teddy:
Regis, I’ll have to go with (d) Receive Jesus.

Regis:
Final answer?

Teddy:
What else can I rely on, Regis?

Regis:
Teddy, because you recognize your state as a loser, you are a winner in Christ. That leads us to the bonus round where we’ll see what other things God has in store for you as you grow in faith—as you experience sanctification. Are you ready?

Teddy:
Regis, I’m ready as long as I have Jesus as my lifeline.

Regis:
In 2 Timothy, an imprisoned Paul wrote to a young preacher by the name of (a) Second, (b) Timothy, (c) Second Timothy, or (d) Bob.

Teddy:
Oh, I’m pretty sure the answer is Timothy.

Regis:
Is that your final answer?

Teddy:
Final answer, Regis.

Regis:
You are correct.  Teddy, Paul said to Timothy, “For I am already being poured out like a”…(a) Diet Pepsi, (b) grape knee high, (c) drink offering, (d) glass of Dasani water.

Teddy:
Well, Regis, Paul was in prison awaiting death. Although I’m really partial to the grape knee high, I’m going to have to go with the drink offering. He was ready to die.

Regis:
Final answer?

Teddy:
Final answer, Regis

Regis:
You are correct.  Fourth question, Teddy.  Paul said “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the…(a) test, (b) ball game, (c) book, or (d) race.

Teddy:
Regis, Paul was rejoicing in the completion of his ministry. He was rejoicing in having kept the faith, in having finished the race.  The answer is (d).  He finished the race.

Regis:
Final answer?

Teddy:
Final answer.

Regis:
That is correct.  Last question, Teddy.  Again, in 1 Timothy, Paul told his pupil Timothy that he believed God, the righteous Judge,  would award him with (a) a pizza party, (b) a wonderful life on earth, (c) power, prestige, and wealth, or (d) a crown of righteousness.

Teddy:
Regis the first three things are all temporary awards that we might get for pleasing people here on earth.  But God is not of this world. The answer is (d) a crown of righteousness.

Regis:
Congratulations, Teddy Taxman. You are the latest winner in the ultimate contest of life: the pursuit of fellowship with your own creator.

Announcer:
Join us next week for the next installment of “Want to be a Winner” when the Lord of Life again defies human logic, making winners of losers.
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