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Forsaken

based on various Biblical characters
Cast:

Barb:
Martha:
Joseph:
Ruth:
Jonah:
Simon:
Laura:
Philip:


Barb:
Welcome. Welcome, to Bethany Television Studios in Beautiful downtown Bethany. And a special welcome to those of you in our studio audience. I’m Barb Burbanks, the host of “Forsaken?” the virtual reality game show that allows us to search the annals of history to find people who are truly forsaken by God. And here’s our announcer, Martha Megaphone, introducing our contestants for today's show.

Martha:
Thanks Barb. Coming to us all the way from the land of Goshen, Egypt in the 18th century B.C., please welcome Joseph Jacobson. 

Barb:
Welcome, Joseph. Say, nice coat you have there.

Joseph:
Yeah, I’ve always been partial to flashy clothing...it’s something left over from my childhood I guess.

Barb:
Okay, and who is our second contestant, Martha?

Martha:
Well, Barb. Join me in welcoming our second contestant, Ruth the Moabite coming to us all the way from Moab in the 12th century B.C.

Barb:
Hi, Ruth. 

Ruth:
It’s good to be here, Barb. 

Barb:
Say, I don’t suppose you knew it at the time, but I’m told some of your descendants did some pretty big things. Say, Martha, do we have a third contestant?

Martha:
Why yes, Barb. Please join me in welcoming our third and final contestant, Jonah the Prophet, joining us from the Northern Kingdom of Israel near the Sea of Galilee in the 8th century B.C.

Barb:
Welcome Jonah. Say, interesting aftershave you’re wearing there, Jonah. Bet that drives the women wild. Reminds me of something my uncle, the fisherman, would wear...after a long day of fishing that is.

Jonah:
Well, it’s just a little something I bottled to help remind myself to stay on the straight and narrow...whenever I might be tempted to run away from God.

Barb:
Well, I’m sure we’ll be hearing more about that later, Jonah. Say, Martha, why don’t you introduce our panel of judges to the studio audience.

Martha:
Thanks, Barb. Well, today we’ve got some of the best legal minds in the business. Making the trek from all the way across the Jordan from his private law office in Northern Jerusalem, located at the corner of Rebecca Blvd. and King David Avenue, please welcome the honorable Pharisee Philip Flimflam…

Martha:    
(Philip comes running out to studio applause)....And coming to us from East Jerusalem at the law offices of Aaron, Levi, and Eliab, the honorable Laura Levite, Attorney at Law (Laura comes running out to studio applause)....And last, but certainly not least, the respected priest from South Central Simeon, the Sultan of Song, Simon Sez. A big welcome for our guest panel, Barb!

Barb:
Thank you, Martha Megaphone! And a reminder that the contestant voted “Most Forsaken” will be awarded with not one, not two, but three nights at the exclusive cozy Bethlehem Bed & Breakfast Inn in the City of David and a year’s supply of sacrificial offerings from the Temple Sacrifice Exchange in Jerusalem. And by prior agreement, the first question comes from our respected Priest, Simon Sez.

Simon:
So, Joseph, I understand you were sold into slavery by your brothers. 


Joseph:
Yes.  

Simon:
Hmm...well boys will be boys, but that goes a bit beyond your basic sibling rivalry, don’t you think? Simon says that’s a pretty good piece of evidence that you were forsaken by God.

Joseph:
No! Well, I mean it was bad at first, but God was right there with me. He helped me make the best of a bad situation and actually arranged for me to work for Potiphar, captain of the guard for Pharaoh.

Barb:
Laura Levite, your question.


Laura:
But Joseph, isn’t it true that you spent time in prison for taking liberties with your employer’s wife?

Joseph:
Well, yes I did time in prison, but I was innocent. I never did what they accused me of.  


Laura:
Aha! So God forsook you by allowing you, an innocent man, to serve time in prison for a crime you didn’t commit!

Joseph:
No. God did not forsake me. He was there with me in prison too. If you trust God, he’s with you wherever you are, no matter how dire the situation.



Barb:
Pharisee Philip, your turn.

Philip:
So how long did God permit you to rot away in jail, Joseph?

Joseph:
He provided a way out. He enabled me to interpret visions, so the Pharaoh himself sent for me. God allowed Pharaoh to witness my good judgment and enabled me to become second in command in all of Egypt. 

Philip:
There we have it...ONLY SECOND in command.


Joseph:
Yeah, not bad for a foreign slave with a prison record, huh?

Barb:
Simon Sez, back to you.


Simon:
Let’s move on to Ruth. I understand you were widowed after a brief marriage. Simon says this is evidence that you were forsaken by God.

Ruth:
No! To the contrary, God was very good to me. Yes, my husband died, but he blessed me with a wonderful mother-in-law.

Simon:
Wonderful mother-in-law? Isn’t that an oxymoron? Blessed by a wonderful mother-in-law? You, a Moabite, went to live with your Jewish mother-in-law, herself an aging widow, and you call yourself blessed?

Ruth:
Yes. (Smiles pleasantly.) You see, I loved her so much I followed her back to Israel. (Simon stares in disbelief.)

Barb:
Laura Levite, your turn.

Laura:
(Turns to Simon) This is simple, Simon. Her husband is dead, she’s living with an old Jewish widow in a strange land. I’d say this takes the cake. Ruth is definitely forsaken by God.

Ruth:
No!  On the contrary, God allowed me to glean in the fields of a fine man, Boaz.

Laura:
Glean in the fields? I have friends in Iowa, and I know what that would be like. Picking up the stubble and leftover grain in the fields after harvest. Oh yeah, you were forsaken, all right.


Barb:
Philip, your turn.

Philip:
Let’s get this straight. You’re widowed, your living with your mother-in-law, Edna...

Ruth:
Naomi. Her name is Naomi. It means “pleasant”, but after returning to Israel widowed, she preferred to be called Mara (MAY-rah) which meant “bitter” because she felt a little forsaken.

Philip:
Aha, we’re on to something.  So your living with a bitter, forsaken, aging Jewish widow in a foreign land, and picking up scraps in fields to keep from starving. Oh yeah, you were forsaken!

Ruth:
No, I was not! You see, God was faithful. Boaz himself took notice of me, and I wound up marrying one of the best men in all Israel, and he even invited Naomi to live with him. (Philip looks stumped.)


Barb:
Simon Sez...back to you.

Simon:
Jonah, so you were a prophet to the people of Israel. That meant you always had to scold people for doing bad things. Sounds like a real satisfying job.

Jonah:
I loved it...well until God told me I had to prophesy to the dreaded Ninevites.  You see they were a very wicked people. Nobody liked ‘em.

Simon:
Aha, so although you tried to please God, he forsook your good efforts and sent you to an enemy nation. He forsook you!


Jonah:
No.

Simon:
Ooh, ooh, I mean, SIMON SAYS God forsook you.


Barb:
Sorry Simon. It’s Laura’s turn.  Laura Levite?

Laura:
Jonah, what did you do when God treated you like that?

Jonah:
Well, initially, I did the wrong thing. You see, Nineveh was inland, but I jumped on a ship bound for what we thought was the opposite end of the world. I thought I was forsaken, so I ran from God.

Laura:
Aha.  Here we have it, truly a man forsaken by God. And then your ship probably ran into a storm, right? A storm of judgment sent from God.

Jonah:
Well, actually, it was a storm of DELIVERANCE. You see, I was thrown overboard and a giant fish swallowed me. 

Laura:
Wow, that’s even worse than Joseph’s prison experience, or living with a bitter mother-in-law. We have a winner, Barb...Jonah is definitely forsaken!

Jonah:
Wrong!  You see, it sometimes takes terrible situations to wake us up and set us in the right direction. After three days, the fish spit me up on the beach and I was given a second chance to preach to the Ninevites.


Barb:
Your turn, Pharisee Philip.

Philip:
So your reward was going from a fishes belly to the armpit of ancient Assyria.  Did the Ninevites behead you?


Jonah:
No, actually, they repented. God knew what he was doing all along. (Buzz)
Barb:
Oops. Looks like that’s all the time we’ve got for today’s show. And unfortunately, we’ve been unable to find any of our three contestants as forsaken by God. For Martha Megaphone and Bethany Studios, this is Barb Burbanks inviting you to join us next week when we try to find how God may have forsaken a Nazarite name John, a monk named Luther, and a theologian named Dietrich.   (Applause) 
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